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Islington Play is proud of its dual role of delivering frontline 
play focussed facilities for children and its lobbying of 
and discussion with decision and policy makers about the 
importance of play opportunities for children in both our 
playgrounds and our children’s centre.

I am personally extremely passionate about the adventure play ethos that 
can give children facing enormous challenges in their lives the freedom, 
agency and choice that can enable resilience, self confidence and increased 
ability to cope with those challenges. At IPA this ethos underpins everything 
we do from working with corporates to caring for babies.

As a child I used my experience of being at the adventure playground to 
find out about myself, my strengths and weaknesses and how I interacted 
with my environment. This sense of interconnection and interrelatedness is 
ever more valid in our modern technological world. 

The adventure playground gives children the ability to explore space,  
time, environment, other people and their own impact on the world.  
This experience is created through the ebb and flow of connection to  
all the factors of their lives because play is recognised as arising from  
the individuals own self motivation in a way that hardly any other 
experience provides.

Anita Grant
Chief Executive

— the photo used is of the CEO, 3rd from the right

I AM PERSONALLY EXTREMELY PASSIONATE 
ABOUT THE ADVENTURE PLAY ETHOS THAT 

CAN GIVE CHILDREN FACING ENORMOUS 
CHALLENGES IN THEIR LIVES THE FREEDOM, 

AGENCY AND CHOICE THAT CAN ENABLE 
RESILIENCE, SELF CONFIDENCE AND INCREASED 

ABILITY TO COPE WITH THOSE CHALLENGES. 

ANITA GRANT
CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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WORKING WITH 
PARTNERS

CALLY FESTIVAL 2019 

IPA hosted Cally Festival 2018, partnering 
with LBI and CYP: Over 9000 people 
attended the 8th annual Cally Festival The 
party went off without a hitch and the sun 
came out too.

This was the second festival hosted by IPA and it 
showed, with an increased focus on activities for 
children and young people. 

 “Fantastic for bringing people together, talking to 
each other and showing pride in our area”
— Attendee 2018

LBI GREENSPACE 

We worked closely with LBI Greenspace to 
create a new way to ensure the hopes, needs 
and ideas of children can be fed into park 
design through observations of play: 

Katy aged 7 years old was very excited about some 
shiny leaves she had found she told us that she liked 
to meet dogs in the park. Tony aged 8 told us  ‘I have 
found a shield beetle, he has spikes in his legs to climb 
with, I know about shield beetles, you can’t touch him 
because his spikes will hurt you’

It is important to remember that these moments in 
local parks are particularly important in the light of the 
fact that over 75% of Islington homes have no gardens. 
Whilst 47% of Islington children live in relative poverty 
which means that trips out of borough are less likely  
for them.

 

ISLINGTON4WOMEN

IPA staff were instrumental in creating this 
important group which set out to talk to 
Islington women about what worked and 
what didn’t in the borough and to feedback to 
decision makers what would help. Following 
a survey the group formulated 5 priorities 
for future work and launched them on 
International Women’s Day:

1. Encourage more women to vote and 
engage with politics

2. Develop, support and champion initiatives 
and events which make all women feel 
represented and that they belong

3. Develop solutions to tackle crime and 
promote safety

4. Celebrate the achievements and 
contributions of women in Islington

5. Get examples of local women from  
today and in history included in the  
school curriculum

Islington4women
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IPA ALWAYS CREATE MANY ADDITIONAL 
PROJECTS FOR OUR CHILDREN’S CENTRE AND OUR 

PLAYGROUNDS SOME IN 2018/19 WERE

PROJECTS  
AND EVENTS

PARADISE PARK 
CHILDREN’S CENTRE  

This year we were successful in winning the tender 
 to continue to run Paradise Park Children’s Centre  
and nursery and to host Bright Start and the  
services they deliver. The People’s Postcode Lottery 
funded improvements to our nursery playground 
including a fantastic treehouse, a pond for wildlife,  
and mud kitchen.

TIMBUKTU ADVENTURE 
PLAYGROUND 

We were also successful in accessing Local initiative 
funding to improve the entrance way to our Timbuktu 
adventure playground. Paradise Park Nursery
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KITCHEN SOCIAL PROJECT 

Funded by The Mayor’s Fund – we continued to deliver 
our successful Kitchen Social Project at Paradise Park 
Children’s Centre, Lumpy Hill, and Timbuktu Adventure 
Playgrounds, seeing hundreds of children cooking and 
eating a lovely meal together twice per week

SUNNY SATURDAYS

We received funding from the Derwent Community 
Tech belt fund –where ‘Sunny Saturdays’ at Toffee Park 
Adventure Playground saw local people invited in to 
experience, explore and connect with the Adventure 
Playground in dedicated coffee mornings.

MARTIN LUTHER KING  
ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND

 Also, in 2018 the Martin Luther King Adventure 
Playground building was condemned for demolition 
and had to close. Our playworkers quickly moved 
 to running sessions in the park ensuring that the 
 play didn’t stop whilst new plans for the building  
were developed.

TRUMP BABY BLIMP

IPA was proud to host the trump baby blimp as it got 
ready to fly in Westminster
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THE VALUE OF  
ADVENTURE  

PLAY

Our patron Bob Hughes Evolutionary Play 
theorist says: Adult society can provide for 
play, but how can we be sure that what it 
provides actually addresses what children, 
and this is all about children, need in terms 
of spaces and ambiance for their play to be 
successful  in their  the children’s, terms? 
Society has the potential to be more child-
based and systematic. What adults can do, is 
use intuition, their own childhood memories, 
their professional experience and the 
scientific evidence to enable them to make 
the ‘best available guess’ and this is what we 
are doing in Islington. 

What we offer is a special, trusted place for children 
where they can discover what they need to better 
navigate life as they live it, in a friendly, supportive, 
authentic and stimulating space. 

  “My dad doesn’t really let me out ‘cos it’s not 
really safe. But it’s safe here so it’s okay.” 
— Girl, Timbuktu

In 2018 IPA decided to examine the impact of adventure 
playgrounds on children and families over the years, 
along with an analysis of how they contribute to a range 
of Islington Council policy objectives. 

THIS IS MY FIRST DAY.  
I’VE MADE A FRIEND 

ALREADY!

BOY LUMPY HILL

Please see the full report at  
https://islingtonplay.org.uk/resource-type/research/
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 “I met a lot of people there, 
it’s what you remember 
from childhood, not school 
and stuff like that. Everyone 
together, everyone got on. Still 
mates, though others have 
gone off and done their own 
thing. We got to know them 
there and we feel comfortable 
with them now, even older 
ones. The most important 
thing was friendship. Without 
the playground we probably 
wouldn’t be friends now. We 
would have known each other 
but we wouldn’t be friends 
like we are now. You didn’t 
have anything to worry about. 
Freedom – you couldn’t really 
get in trouble.”
— Parent, played at 3 Corners

THE PUBLIC

POLITICIANS & 
POLICY MAKERS

INSTRUMENTAL
INSTITUTIONAL

INTRINSIC

PROFESSIONALS

CORPORATE  
PLAN

ADVENTURE  
PLAY- 

GROUNDS

FAIR  
FUTURES

CHILDREN 
 & FAMILIES  
STRATEGY

We created this report with two aims: to describe the 
specific impact on real people that adventure play has 
had and also to illustrate the importance of this way 
of working to achieve strategic aims that have been 
developed by the local authority to make children’s 
lives better.

We were interested in the value that users past and 
present put on adventure playgrounds, and how 
this intrinsic value fits within the overlapping ‘values 
triangles’ developed by the thinktank Demos. We, 
like Demos, wanted to explore how, in going beyond 
targets, we can best find a language to capture the 
value of culture, in this case children’s culture.  Play is 
a universal phenomenon, accepted and recognised as 
fundamental and definitive to childhood.  In times of 
austerity there is a greater need to justify and measure 
the value of providing for this fundamental children’s 
right. We hope this report goes some way to reveal the 
importance of Adventure Playgrounds to children now, 
the adults they become, and for the communities in 
which we live.

 Professionals tend to be concerned with institutional 
value, for example the added public good in delivering 
something like children’s services.

Politicians and policy-makers tend to be more 
concerned with instrumental value, for example how 
adventure playgrounds contribute to wider social or 
economic objectives.

Both professionals and politicians are very interested in 
things that can be measured – tangible outcomes and 
what difference is this making and how do you know?
But children and families are far more concerned 
with intrinsic value, for example how playing on an 
adventure playground gives children a good childhood, 
builds lifelong friendships and creates a sense of 
belonging. These memories and feelings are much 
harder to measure, but are no less important. In fact, 
the instrumental and institutional values make no 
sense without the direct experience of the people who 
have used and benefited from a service.

 “It is so important to kids to feel free, to just be 
yourself. For me and my kids the playground 
is about freedom. And friendship. Time to be 
yourself. And I always felt safe here even if I 
went over the edge sometimes. Having fun, just 
having fun you know? Even more so now in a 
very pressured world. Yeah that’s it – freedom, 
friendship and fun! That’s it for me.”
— Parent, Toffee Park

We looked at the role of adventure playgrounds 
within Islington Council’s Corporate Plan, which 
now incorporates the Fair Futures Commission 
recommendations and drives the Children and  
Families Strategy.

 “A commitment to building life skills in the 
primary school years and developed through 
play – in adventure playgrounds, parks, leisure 
centres and play streets. Make the Islington Play 
Offer visible – in one place – to young children 
and parents.”
— Recommendation 2,  
Fair Futures Commission, 2018

But most of all we wanted to hear what Islington people 
said about the adventure playgrounds they used as 
children, and that their children and grandchildren use 
today. We were pleasantly surprised by the consistency 
of the responses: the powerful memories people had 
about their childhoods on adventure playgrounds; the 
role the playgrounds had played in creating a sense of 
place and community; and how they were a lifeline for 
families today struggling with austerity.
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The professionals we talked to consistently emphasized 
the importance of adventure playgrounds as locally-
based universal and free services where children could 
“vote with their feet” and build positive friendships and 
social networks. They said that children who attended 
adventure playgrounds had more life skills, confidence, 
a strong sense of what was right and wrong, a feeling  
of belonging. They saw the adventure playgrounds  
as helping to recreate communities that had  
“fallen apart a bit.”

 “Children and young people who come to us 
from an adventure playground background 
are different. There’s more creativity, more 
initiative, more common sense I suppose. 
And they are definitely more prepared to 
engage. They can talk about mental health 
and emotional issues and are much better 
able to deal with transitions, for example 
from primary to secondary school. I’d say the 
adventure playground provides physical and 
psychological learning – understanding who 
your real friends are. What’s safe and what’s 
unsafe. For other young people we work with 
crime is often seen as a way of life or gangs as a 
way of belonging. For them it takes a year to 18 
months to break through, while the adventure 
playground children have all been what we call 
‘youthworked.’  They have a good understanding 
of personal safety, of what’s right and wrong. 
They have a good basis for 
engaging with youthwork 
programmes.”
 — Youth worker,  
South Islington

 “From a police perspective, the adventure 
playgrounds in Islington are highly beneficial 
to the youth in the area as a location for them 
to socialise and develop more skillsets which 
they may not otherwise learn at home. The 
playgrounds are one of only a few green space 
activities that go on in the borough and it allows 
children to have the freedom to play in a safe 
environment. For example, the children have 
involvement in the upkeep of the play area. 
It also gives parents some alone time with 
reassurance that their children are safe as they 
know exactly where they are.”
— Islington police

Politicians and policy-makers were clear that the 
adventure playgrounds were a key part of an integrated 
strategy to provide early help for vulnerable children, 
but within the context of a non-judgmental universal 
service in which children could build relationships 
with trusted adults. Their adoption of the Fair Futures 
Commission recommendations in full was mainly 
driven by what young people said about their lives in 
Islington today, including the role that the network 
of twelve adventure playgrounds across the borough 
played in their lives. 

 I REMEMBER MY MUM WORKING, IT 
HELPED HER TO DO THAT, BEING OPEN 

THE EXTRA HOURS AND THE SIX WEEKS 
IN SUMMER. THERE AIN’T NOTHING THAT’S 

FREE NOW – BEING FREE IS REALLY 
IMPORTANT. MONEY GETS WASTED IN SO 
MANY AREAS – THIS GIVES SOMETHING 

BACK TO THE COMMUNITY.

PARENT, PLAYED AT 3 CORNERS
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Children also stressed the importance of the adventure 
playgrounds in their lives – sometimes from the very 
first day they went to one. The range and variety of the 
adventure playground offer came across strongly as a 
big attraction for them – backed with a feeling of safety 
in taking on risks and challenges as they grew.

 “Get to play with friends and make friends.”
— Boy, Timbuktu

 “It’s good to hang out with friends. Role play and 
stuff together. As long as it is child friendly you 
can do lots of things.”
— Girl, Lumpy Hill

  “I have fun here. I like it here. Fires and making 
art things. And we climb on the climbing things. 
Really high up so it’s a bit scary at first but then 
you feel brave.” 
— Girl, Timbuktu

This was echoed by the childhood memories of adults 
who have used adventure playgrounds for generations 
as safe places to play, have a good childhood, and create 
life-long friendships and social networks.

 “If the playground wasn’t here parents would be 
very stressed out – I’d be pulling my hair out to 
be honest. I came since I was seven, and both 
my children use it now. They are very energetic 
and love running around so the playground is 
a great energy-burner! They come every day 
after school and it gives me extra free time. And 
talking of free – not having to pay definitely 
comes in handy.” 
— Parent, Toffee Park

The clear conclusion is that children and families place 
as high a value on adventure playgrounds today as 
they have for decades. In fact, in times of austerity and 
growing inequality and poverty, they are seen as even 
more of a lifeline.

 “To have fun and doing things. Arts and crafts, 
making all sorts of stuff. Playing it and hide and 
seek and family had. Swings and climbing and 
fires – all sorts of things.”
— Girl, Lumpy Hill

This chimes with the policy objectives of the council 
in supporting children and families while dealing with 
a 70% reduction in central government funding and 
rising demand as the child population grows. 
“Play with friends. Like somewhere to socialise and 
stuff. I like to have fun and hang out with people. You 
can do that here without any worries.”  (Girl, Timbuktu)

As the world has changed dramatically over the 
decades, adventure playgrounds continue to be at the 
centre of their communities and play a vital role in 
making life better for children.

 “I can get away from Fortnite!”
— Boy, Lumpy Hill)

 “It gets creative and there’s lots of new things. 
Like you wouldn’t get normally get to do cos 
people think it wouldn’t be safe. But it is when 
you learn how to do it.” 
— Boy, Timbuktu

 “Do anything you want to do as long as it’s not 
too dangerous. Try things out to see if you can do 
them. Yeah, find things out. Find out that you can 
do things.”  
— Girl, Lumpy Hill

 What children told us was essentially 
about yet another triangle: fun, 
friendship and freedom that helped 
them to get to know their friends, 
their community and build for 
themselves a sense of self, 
community and belonging. 

FUN

GET TO KNOW 
& BELONG

FRIENDSHIP FREEDOM
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MANIFESTO FOR PLAY
Play England and The Playwork Foundation.  IPA both 
presented and participated in important discussions 
towards developing a manifesto, defining the policies 
required for developing communities that are designed 
for children to have the maximum opportunities to play.  

ANNUAL PLAY CONFERENCE, EASTBOURNE
IPA playworkers attended, keeping up to date with 
the latest thinking and sharing knowledge with other 
professionals from across the country.

PLAYWORKERS FORUM – PLAY WALES
IPA playworkers attended the two day residential 
training event, camping in Wales and learning from 
other professionals and experienced playwork trainers.

STRATEGY & 
INVOLVEMENT

IPA STAFF AND TRUSTEES MADE SURE 
THAT THEY WERE LINKED INTO IMPORTANT 

DISCUSSIONS GOING ON AROUND PLAY

LUNCH BUNCH PILOT
Lumpy Hill jumped at the opportunity to be part of the 
Lunch Bunch Pilot scheme, which enabled children 
who received free school meals to benefit from a 
similar offer throughout the school holidays.

CYPVSF
The Children and Young People’s forum, chaired by IPA, 
ran a whole series of events disseminating information 
and creating a network of local providers.

EARLY HELP 
Situated within the community, and seeing children 
and families on a daily basis across many years, 
our playworkers continue to support families who 
are struggling through difficult times.  Be it giving a 
sympathetic ear, or signposting and supporting parents to 
take advantage of the many services available to families 
in Islington, the consistent and supportive relationships 
our playworkers have with children and families provides 
help when it’s most needed. 
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INCOME
EXPENDITUREFINANCES

2018—2019

INCOME £££ %

 Islington Council — Paradise Park Children’s Centre £416,713.86 29.44%

 Islington Council — Adventure Playgrounds £550,000.00 38.85%

 Islington Council — Core Play and Project Funding £114,666.29 8.10%

 Big Lottery, Charitable Trust and Donations £38,129.20 2.69%

 Income from charitable activities, Consultancy and Bank Interest £296,027.75 20.91%

Total £1,415,537.10 100.00%

EXPENDITURE £££ %

 Staff and Training Cost £1,170,769.00 83.11%

 Project Costs £104,232.00 7.40%

 Admin, Fees & Audit £4,740.00 0.34%

 All Premises Costs & Overheads £128,942 9.15%

Total £1,408,683.00 100.00%

PARADISE PARK 
29.44%

ADVENTURE 
PLAYGROUNDS

38.85%

CORE PLAY & 
PROJECT FUNDING

8.10%

BIG LOTTERY, 
CHARITABLE TRUST,

DONATIONS
2.69%

CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES
CONSULTANCY

BANK INTEREST
20.91%

STAFF AND 
TRAINING COSTS 

83.11%

PROJECT  
COSTS
7.40%

PREMISES COST  
& OVERHEADS

9.15%

ADMIN FEES & 
AUDIT
0.34%
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TRUSTEES OF THE 
CHARITY 2018—19

Chair
Melea Mapes

Vice-Chair
James Sinclair Taylor
Ellie Nichol

Treasurer
Manisha Kohli Kaur

Vice-Treasurer
Richard Stephens
Jane Deighton
Laura John
Julie Lowe
Adeep Sethi

PATRONS
Bob Hughes and Hank Dittmar

 GOVERNANCE & 
MANAGEMENT

STAFF

CEO
Anita Grant

Operations Director
Suzanne Murray (left September 2018)

Finance Director
Biniam Ghebreyesus

Services Director
Wendy Jeeves

Nursery Manager
Jermaine Payne

Head of Adventure Play
Lucy Benson

Adventure Playground 
Coordinators 
Annie Cook
Martyn Cottrel
Kerry O’Connor
Francesca Silvester 

Head of centre
Sarah Ghartey

Fundraising Manager
Lauren Daley (joined Jan 2019)

PLAYGROUND STAFF, 
NURSERY STAFF  
AND KITCHEN STAFF

You know who you are! Thanks for 
all your commitment and hard work 
— you really make a difference to 
the children of Islington and we are 
proud to have you on our team.
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